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The “Cerro Isla” Organization 
in 2015 proposes the develop-
ment of the homonymous ide-
as competition for the Green 
Corridor of San Bernardo 
neighborhood, a marginal 
area in the south of Santiago.

The purpose is to explore and 
valorize the particular topog-
raphy and ecosystems of the 
Chilean landscape in order to 
improve life quality of the city 
of Santiago. 

The contest is part of an 
overall recovery plan for 26 
hills located within the urban 
area, considering them as 

recreational spaces for public 
use capable of facing the main 
ecological, social and econom-
ic challenges of the adjacent 
marginal areas.

The winning proposal, called 
“Integrated Patch Systems” 
and led by the young Chil-
ean architect Francisco 
Walker Martínez, proposes 
a vision that is at the same 
time a model for managing 
the process of activation and 
conservation of the ecological 
corridor, through a stepping 
stones system. 

The strategy proposes a tem-
porary staging of the project 
development, individuating 
actors, objectives and financ-
ing methods for each stage. 

“The purpose is to explore and valorize the particular 
topography and ecosystems of the Chilean landscape 
in order to improve life quality of the city of Santiago”.



As the winning team explains, 
the patches seek to build a 
symbiotic relationship be-
tween each hill and the city, 
integrating functional servic-
es that mediate between the 
needs the community and the 
overall objective of preserving 

the hills as an ecological con-
servation sites.
The project is based on four 
operations / objectives:
-building permeable and dy-
namic buffers; 
-preserving the ecological and 
landscape attributes of the 

hills;
-enabling a permeable hori-
zontal pathway to experience 
the perimeter of the hills;
-designing observation infra-
structures at the summits to 
provide an overall vision of 
the hills’ system.
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