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MEDELLIN’S RIVER
 

Category: urban plans
Location: Valle de Aburra, Antioquia, Colombia

Surface: 376,73 Ha
Project Year: 2013

L-A-P + MAPAS + Arq. Clara Arango.

*Competition Medellin’s River Park
First Stage: Finalist

Second Stage: Second Place

dms  6° 16’ 60” S / 75° 30’ 0” W 

elevation  2421 m / 7943 ft



This project connects plant, 
animals and humans around 
water together to form a sustain-
able and economic environment. 
A civic ethics is created based 
on the naturalization of cultural 
action as macro-strategy for the 
protection of human life.
The project is based on four strat-
egies: Connaturally, intercon-
nectivity, Restatement of Equity 
and Promotion of public-private 
partnerships. It is a pluralistic 
and participatory project that in-

vites the collaborating of private 
enterprise, educational institutes 
and the state. 

The project aims to create a vital 
and effective experience of time 
by linking the city’s history and 
future together. Each strategy 
formulates a management model 
that is based on the understand-
ing of local conditions, collective 
memory through the study of the 
river’s history and future poten-
tial. By improving current service 
and bringing people to the water, 

it promotes stillness and move-
ment both as important stages of 
a sustainable development.
The concept of time is also mani-
fested through the understanding 
and use of materials. Vernacular 
techniques and materials are 
studied to search for their form 
in the contemporary era, and to 
create a sense of local community 
from the people’s familiarity of 
local materials.

“The project aims to create a vital experience 
of time by linking the city’s history and future 
together.”
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The project also focuses 
on increasing public space 
and promoting communal 
interaction through the design 
of the Park Station. The design 
hopes to improve the quality 
of life of the inhabitants of 
Medellin Metropolitan Area 
through interventions that will 
positively affect the relationship 
with nature and mobility. 
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