
LCLA
est. 2011

Luis Callejas
Medellin, Colombia

RIO 2016 OLYMPIC PARK
Category: Urban Plan
Location: Rio, Brazil 

Surface: 1000,000 sqm 
Project Year: 2011

*International Competition for the Rio 2016 Olympic Park Master Plan

dms - 22° 58’ 42” S / 43° 23’ 38” W 

elevation - 1,020 m / 3,349 ft



Located on an artificial pen-
insula and former formula1 
racing track in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, the master plan for the 
Olympic Park becomes the 
ideal testing ground for a new 
model of an open-air sports 
complex in which its main 
programs are grouped in a 
compact vertical arrangement. 
As a result, the structures act 
as activity focal points that 
create new forms of engage-
ment between visitors and the 
rich ecosystem of the Jacarep-
aguá Lagoon.

This model operates in a sec-
tional logic as both the public 
areas as well as the service 

spaces of the facilities are 
organized in a stacked manner 
rather than separated horizon-
tally. Thus, rather than creat-
ing an iconographic building, 
one vital open-air scenario 
is created. A large platform 
linking the various programs 
allows for pedestrians to have 
direct views of the games from 
a raised perspective. Travers-
ing the typologies of a small 
city and a big park, the master 
plan serves as a fluid and open 
public platform for massive 
audiences.

A number of strategies are put 
in place for the proposal. Re-
used public space is projected 
separating the public circula-

tion and leisure area from the 
back of house through vertical 
differentiation which allows 
complete, uninterrupted and 
secure public space for the au-
dience. At the same time the 
back of house will is an unin-
terrupted fluid space capable 
of intense use during and 
after the games. Landscaping 
is addressed as a 900m2 grid 
allowing the large trees to fit 
into the urban fabric of the 
future project. The smaller 
and temporary vegetation is 
suggested to be taken to other 
parts of Rio after the games. 
The future urbanization 
projects residential blocks at 
120m x 60m in a North-South 
orientation. 

1) site plan, 
urban relationships. 

“...the ideal testing ground for a new 
model of an open-air sports complex...”



4) project phasing post-games.   

“Traversing the typologies of a small 
city and a big park, the master plan 
serves as a fluid and open public 
platform for massive audiences.”

2) proposed site section. 



5) south-eats view. 
5) pre-games plan. 
 program organization and distribution.

5) south-eats view. 
6) rendered perspective,
view from tennis arena.



7) exploded axonometric,
sports venues linked with continuous platform.    



5) south-eats view. 
8) exploded axonometric, 
stacking of program and future city.


