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During the year 2012 the Mu-
nicipality of Santo Domingo 
launched a public competition 
for the design of the Urban 
and Territorial Master Plan of 
the Coastal Rim and water-
front (Paseo del Mar) of the 
city.

The winning prject, conceived 
by Mas and Fernandez Ar-
chitects, proposed to recover 
of the concept of the “garden 
beach” which, according to 
the architects, had been at the 
basis of the urban develop-
ment of the site. This concept 
consisted in concentrating 
the urban development of the 

area around a ‘green heart’; a 
large public park at the center 
of the residential buildings.  
However, the connection be-
tween this green park and the 
coastal ecological system had 
always been limited by private 
properties; ecological links 
between the two systems exist 
only through private spaces, 
mostly residential gardens and 
spaces of restricted use.

The proposal seeks to recov-
er the link with the natural 
through the creation of new 
relationships that allow the 
city to connect with its coastal 
ecological system. Through 

the recognition of geogra-
phy, landscape elements and 
natural edges of the sea and 
the river, the project tries to 
generate new spaces and pro-
grams of interaction between 
the coast and the urbanized 
territory. New public connec-
tions are designed by expand-
ing the program and exten-
sion of the coastal border, also 
ensuring the environmental 
protection of the most fragile 
ecological areas.

“The proposal seeks to recover the link with the natural, 
through the creation of new relationships that allow the 
city to connect with its ecological system”.
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