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The 103 hectares occupied by the 
Francisco de Miranda military air 
base (Aeropuerto La Carlota) is 
located in the center of the city. The 
selected proposal takes advantage 
of the old airport to restore the 
natural elements that structured 
the valley, taking into consideration 
the ecosystem and biodiversity 
through the rivers that flow from 
the Avila Mountain and the original 
condition of the Guaire River, 
creating floodplains that can be used 
for recreational and educational 
activities. The proposal will be 
transformed into a regulation as part 
of the plan Caracas 2020.

The construction of this park would 
offer the opportunity to re-connect 

the city physically and socially, 
proposing a great space for the 
encounter of all the inhabitants of a 
city that has been divided for such a 
long time.

Faced with the chance to transform 
the La Carlota Airport into a 
metropolitan park for Caracas, 
our proposal sought to take full 
advantage of an area with great 
ecosystem, social and urban 
potential, by putting into effect five 
interrelated strategies that will result 
in new relationships and meanings 
for this part in the city. 

These strategies are: Contribution 
to and environmental equilibrium, 
Re-establishment of diverse 

relationships between water and 
the landscape, Bringing dynamism 
to urban issues like mobility and 
transportation, Promotion of citizen 
participation through education, 
Innovation and spaces created for 
Caracas inhabitants and, finally, 
Promotion of sustainable real estate 
development using management 
models included in the proposal 
and that will generate the financial 
support for project development.

Facilities. Creation of an “Air Park”, 
to honor the memory of the place as 
an airport and allowing recreational 
activities open to the sky. The same 
space would serve as an open space 
for large gatherings, concerts, fire 
works and demonstrations made 

“This proposal seeks to maximize access to the 
area, with it’s rich ecosystem and great social 
and urban potential.”

1) aerial view of the La Carlota 
Metropolitan Green Park.



3) Overall Park design

2) Territorial Plan of La Carlota
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of an “Air Park”, to honor the memory of the place 
as an airport and allowing recreational activities 
open to the sky. The same space would serve 
as an open space for large gatherings, concerts, 
fire works and demonstrations made especially 
for the encounter and reconciliation of the people 
of Caracas, as the Agora of the City

4. New housing developments: Compact 
and polycentric model of occupation with 
emphasis in ecological and economic 
sustainability to develop density and services in 
a new centrality at metropolitan scale, using the 
airspace previously occupied by the approach 
cone of the runway. Develop Special Plans with 
local municipalities and residents to increase the 
density in the surrounding neighborhoods and 
new rental developments on public land on top 
of the highway as connectors to bring the city 
closer to the park, and also generate financial 
resources for its construction and maintenance.

5. Management Model: A model based on the 
proposed 3 phases, cost estimates and funding 
sources to create Development Corporations 
between neighboring, municipalities and private 
developers under the model of public-private 
partnerships, which allow them to manage their 
own benefits and funds for this project.

The team of OPUS-Oficina de Proyectos Urbanos 
(firm from Medellín, Colombia), Manuel Delgado 
(Architect and Urban Planner from Venezuela, 
Associate Professor of Architecture at Wentworth 
Institute of Technology in Boston) and Jorge 
Pérez Jaramillo (former Head of the School of 

Architecture, Universidad Pontificia-Bolivariana 
UPB) was part of a group of three finalists 
selected among 69 international participants 
to develop a second phase of ideas. The team 
counted with a group of interdisciplinary advisors 
conformed by Gloria Aponte García (Landscape 
Architecture, Colombia), Guillermo Penagos 
(MARES - Colombia), Juan Carlos Vargas 
Moreno (GeoAdaptive, Costa Rica–Boston), 
Gladys Emilia León (Venezuela), Cesar Espinal 
(Structural Engineering Colombia), Álvaro Vélez 
(Transportation Engineer, Colombia), Oscar 
Pérez (Management, Colombia) Juan Carlos 
Gómez (Feasibility Studies, Colombia) and 
Esteban Yépez (Sociology and communications, 
Colombia).

LA CARLOTA METROPOLITAN GREEN PARK 
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4) Design and Concept Diagrams



5) south-eats view. 
5) Bird’s Eye View of La Carlota Park



7) Sections of La Carlota Park 

6) Axonmetrics of Design Elements 



8) Perspective of urban interventions
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9) Perspective along River    


