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The geography of inequality 
of Santiago, capital city of 7.3 
million inhabitants, is evident 
not only in the distribution of 
economic revenues but also in 
the geographical location of 
the city’s resources.
The project of Mapocho 42K, 
conceived by Sandra Iturria-
ga together with Francisco 
Croxatto and Paulina Ibieta, 
consists in a 42-km-long ur-
ban cycling path that connects 
8 municipalities of Santiago 
and at the same time consol-
idates the banks of the river 
Mapocho, the main river of 
the city. The main objective 
was to reduce the problems of 

urban inequality addressing 
the metropolitan scale of the 
city and taking advantage of 
its landscape highlights and 
geographical characteristics. 
Running along the river, the 
path creates a public space 
and a backbone for the metro-
politan area of Santiago in the 
east-west direction, defining a 
green and continuous corridor 
capable of accommodating 
both pedestrians and cyclists 
and connecting all the existing 
and potential green spaces 
located at the edges of the 
river; relating these otherwise 
neglected or inaccessible areas 
to other parks located nearby.

In this way the time map of 
travelling to the center of 
Santiago is deformed, includ-
ing connectivity alternatives, 
while also gaining recreation 
spaces and places where ad-
hoc equipment can be ade-
quately added to each munic-
ipality. In addition, the route 
generates a new transversal 
connectivity with the large ur-
ban parks located on the hills 
in the North of Santiago (Par-
que Metropolitano), creating a 
powerful social, environmen-
tal and mobility infrastructure 
serving the metropolitan area.

“The main objective was to reduce the problems of 
urban inequality addressing the metropolitan scale 
of the city and taking advantage of its landscape 
highlights and geographical characteristics ”.
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