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The project began by 
framing the following 
problem: “the entire city was 
forced to go around the bay-
the bay was an obstacle to be 
overcome.” 

Given the fact that the city 
grew around the bay, and 
not within it, the activation 
of this water surface 
became an evident site to 
be incorporated. “The goal 
of the design was to invert 
the problem, making the 
city turn towards the bay 

in a concentric fashion, 
incorporating the surface of 
its water.”    

The bay is considered the 
mouth of the “the continent’s 
hinterland” as it “has the 
capacity to accomplish a 
fluvial dialogue—from the 
Amazon waterway to the 
River Plate Basin—“ The bay 
may be inscribed on a circle 
measuring 1.5 miles in its 
diameter, making it’s enclosed 
form  the departure point 
to intervene on its margins 
as a way of connecting the 

city through water and not 
through land. “To cross it 
from one end to the other 
would be akin to traveling the 
entire length of São Paulo’s 
Avenida Paulista.” Therefore 
making the bay achieve a 
significant urban scale when 
through of as a site that goes 
beyond its shoreline. 

The proposals transforms the 
bay into a square of water. The 
edges are straightened as to 
represent the “neatness of the 
concept.” On the east side the 
port in enlarged. On the north 

1.1) plan view. 
Montevideo Bay as urban courtyard. 



and north-east sides, new 
seafronts are established with 
“a fleet of boats to serve as a 
mass transportation system 
for passengers, representing 
a stimulus to new customs 
which would alleviate the car 
traffic on the city’s streets.”   
The existing islet is converted 
into a theatre with light 
structures.  

The proposal transforms the 
bay into a square to reveal 
that spatial organization can 
also rest in the activation of 
surfaces that have been left 
outside of the equation of 
urban design. Here, water 
and buoyancy become an 
infrastructure for people to 
move, inhabit, and occupy 
the bay with existing and new 
everyday life patterns.  

“Montevideo would thus begin to 
organize itself around its bay, 

instead of attempting to 
circunvent it.”

1.3) conceptual sketch empahsizing 
passanger boats, theater and port. 

1.2) model looking at east side of the Bay


